
 

 

COMMISSIONERS REGULAR MEETING 
        March 20, 2019 
        
 
YORK,ss 

 
At a regular meeting of the County Commissioners of the County of York, begun and 
holden at the York County Government Building in Alfred, within and for the County of York, 
being held on Wednesday, March 20, 2019, 2019 A. D. at 4:30 P. M.  
 
   COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:  
         
        Richard R. Dutremble  
                    Michael J. Cote   
                    Richard Clark 
        Robert Andrews  
        Allen Sicard   
          
         
County Manager Gregory Zinser was present at the meeting.   
 

All present were invited to rise and salute the flag of the United States. 
 
 

Call Meeting to Order 
 

 
03-20-19           ITEM 
 

1 PUBLIC COMMENT(S) ON ANY ITEM(S) 
None 

 
2 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF MARCH 6, 2019 

Commissioner Cote motioned to accept the minutes.  Commissioner Clark 
announced corrections to the draft minutes. 
Commissioner Clark motioned to accept the minutes as amended.  
Commissioner Sicard seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0. 
 

3 TO APPROVE TREASURER’S WARRANTS 
a. Approve treasurer’s warrant dated March 6, 2019 in the amount of 

$204,996.58 
Commissioner Clark motioned to approve the warrant.  Commissioner Cote 
seconded the motion. Vote 5-0.  
b. Approve treasurer’s warrant dated March 13, 2019 in the amount of 

$616,018.52 
Commissioner Clark motioned to approve the warrant.  Commissioner Cote 
seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0. 
 



 

 

4 TO HEAR ANY REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 
Commissioner Cote informed all that he attended the recent MCCA meeting at 
which the members spoke about legislation and issues all of the counties are 
facing with getting Corrections Officers on board and the training necessary to 
do so.  They passed a Resolve to work on this through the Maine Sheriffs’ 
Association.  Sheriff Todd Brackett was present at the meeting and agreed it is 
an issue.  The Board of Directors will meet at the Police Academy he believes in 
May. Commissioner Cote added that the Commissioner of Corrections also 
believes it is a problem. They had talked about putting on more classes and he 
has said that he would back this. 
 
Commissioner Sicard asked if the Board of Directors report to Corrections or 
Public Safety. 
Commissioner Cote replied that they report to the Director of Public Safety so 
we may need to have a conversation with him.  He added that he feels it is 
important to try to get the training on a regional basis.    
 

5         TO HEAR ANY REPORTS FROM THE COUNTY MANAGER 
County Manager Greg Zinser informed the Commissioners that he took part in 
an Opioid litigation phone conference.  He continued that the trial is moving 
forward in May in Oklahoma and Ohio. These trials will set the stage for future 
litigation, stated Mr. Zinser. 
LD 357 (courthouse Bill)- The County Manager stated that he went up several 
weeks ago for the work session on this Bill and that as of last Friday, it is 
looking pretty good.  He continued that it would appear that the majority report 
ought to pass as amended.  There was another amendment added after language 
review that requires us to give the cities and towns first refusal.   
 

6         NEW BUSINESS 
a.   Review of legislative Bills and their possible effects on the county. 
The County Manager stated that the Commissioners were given a listing of Bills 
that MCCA is following and that there were a few bills he’d like to talk about. 
(all Bills attached as record of these minutes) 
LD 476- Resolve, to Review the Delivery of Services to the Citizens of the 
State by the Department of Health and Human Services-  
County Manager Greg Zinser explained that this is the Bill York County has 
with Cumberland County regarding services that DHHS currently delivers.  
There will e a public hearing on April1st at 10:00 a.m. which the County 
Manager will attend.   
LD 264-An Act To Ensure Comprehensive Access to Menstrual Products in 
All Maine’s Jails, County Correctional Facilities and State Correctional 
The County Manager stated that MCCA is opposed to this Bill but that the 
Sheriff’s Association is in favor of this Bill.   
There was a work session last week but we didn’t testify, continued County 
Manager Zinser. But, he stated that our Sheriff testified neither for nor against.  
Mr. Zinser stated that York County’s septic system is not designed to handle 
such products.  He continued that the Bill passed as “ought to pass as amended” 
and specific products were outlined that have to be supplied. County Manager 
Zinser added that he talked to some of the Senators about possible next steps.  



 

 

There can be no fiscal note as this Bill doesn’t effect the DOC. The products (on 
the Bill) would cause problems because of the screening system we have in our 
jail.  The County Manager stated to oppose this Bill, we would have to draft a 
letter to our delegation opposing this.  This Bill, if passed, could have a 
$500,000 effect on us.  He continued that we priced out a system years ago and 
the cost was $150,000 just to purchase it, not including installation.  The piece 
of equipment also has to be in a shed and heating.  The cost, stated County 
Manager Zinser, could quickly get up into the $500,000 range.  It was a Divided 
Report with the minority voting ought not to pass. 
County Manager Zinser asked if the Commissioners wished to ask questions 
and/or take a position in the form of a letter signed by the Sheriff and 
Commissioner Dutremble.   
Commissioner Cote motioned to authorize a letter be sent to the York County 
delegation to get this Bill voted down or amended. 
Commissioner Andrews seconded the motion.  Vote 4-1 with Commissioner 
Clark opposed. 
LD 636-An Act To Require Law Enforcement Officers To Wear Body 
Cameras-  The County Manager informed all that we thought this Bill was done 
but last Friday afternoon the Committee re-examined and voted ought to pass as 
amended.  He added that we don’t know yet what that looks like.  MCCA is 
opposed to this Bill and so is the Sheriff’s Association.  The costs are great.  
Commissioner Cote added that alot of people don’t understand what goes into 
this, i.e., storage, where information goes, who handles it. He added that our 
(Sheriff’s) department would be most likely looking at another position just to 
handle this at a cost to taxpayers.  Commissioner Cote commented that there are 
lots of issues that he doesn’t think we (York County) are ready for yet.  The 
County Manager asked if the Commissioners wish to take a position. He 
suggested that he could call Senator Deschambault to voice our opposition.   
Commissioner Cote motioned to oppose LD 636. Commissioner Andrews 
seconded the motion. 
DISCUSSION:  Commissioner Clark stated that he won’t vote to oppose this 
Bill as he believes it is going to come sooner or later.  People will have to deal 
with it.  Commissioner Cote replied that he won’t take argument with that.  But, 
that he does not feel now is the time to do it.  
Vote 4-1 with Commissioner Clark opposed.  
LD 657- The County Manager explained that this Bill relates to the Probate 
Court and that he is not sure where this Bill is but that he will speak with 
Register of Probate, Carol Lovejoy.   
The County Manager stated that there are lots of Bills regarding County jail 
funding.  Currently, these Bills are getting tabled as they are working on one big 
Bill that will be advanced by Representative Warren.  The Sheriff’s Association 
and MACAM are in favor of it.  There was going to be a hearing on Monday but 
then he got an email that it was going to be tabled.   The County Manager told 
the Commissioners that he would like to submit testimony in favor of that Bill 
as he had seen a draft. 
Commissioner Cote motioned to support all funding methods available to fund 
the jails.  Commissioner Clark seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0. 
LD900-An Act to Expand the Rights of Public Employees under the Maine 
Labor Laws.  The County Manager stated that he has not seen anything yet but 
that he didn’t know if the Commissioners want to take a position or wait.   



 

 

Commissioner Cote stated that he did not remember MCCA taking a position on 
this and thinks the Commissioners should not take a position currently, but, put 
it on their radar. 
 

7      OLD BUSINESS 
None 
              

             8  TO CONDUCT AN EXECUTIVE SESSION ON PERSONNEL 
ISSUES PURSUANT TO 1 M.R.S.A. §405 (6) (A), ACQUISITION 
OF REAL PROPERTY OR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
PURSUANT TO 1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6) (C), LABOR 
NEGOTIATIONS PURSUANT TO 1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6) (D) AND 
CONSULTATION WITH LEGAL COUNSEL PURSUANT TO 1 
M.R.S.A. § 405 (6) (E). 

  a.  Enter into executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6) E) consultation 
with legal counsel. 

       Commissioner Clark motioned to enter into executive session.  Commissioner 
Cote seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0. 

  Commissioner Clark motioned to come out of executive session.  Commissioner 
Cote seconded the motion.  Vote 5-0. 

        Commissioner Clark informed all that no action was taken. 
                        

9          PUBLIC COMMENT(S) ON ANY ITEM(S) 
 ***Heard before Item 8***-  
            Rachel Sherman requested a copy of the Bills reviewed. 
 
10        ADJOURN    

Commissioner Clark motioned to adjourn.  Commissioner Cote seconded the 
motion.  Vote 5-0.  Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 


